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SUBJECT: ORPHAN FLIGHTS FROM KOREA TO THE U.S. 

REE: STATE 99456 

1 . RE INQUIRY CONCERNING THE ORPHAN FLIGHTS FROM KOREA TO 
THE U.S. (SEE REFTEL), LOCAL NORTHWEST AIRLINES (NWA) 

OFEICIALS STATE THAT NWA TERMINATED ITS SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR ESCORTS FOR THE ORPHANS AS OF FEBRUARY 14. NWA 
REMAINS WILLING TO CARRY THE ORPHANS, OP COURSE, BUT THE 
ESCORTS ARE TREATED IN THE SAME FASHION AS ANY OTHER 
PASSENGER. 

2. WHILE PAN AMERICAN (PAA) DOES NOT FLY INTO SEOUL, THE 
LOCAL PAA REPRESENTATIVE INDICATED THAT PAA IS CONTINUING 
ITS SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR ORPHAN ESCORTS ON TOKYO-TO- 
U.S. PORT-OF-ENTRY FLIGHTS. 

3. ALL ARRANGEMENTS, INCLUDING THE SELECTION OF THE 
ESCORTS, ARE HANDLED BY THE ADOPTION AGENCIES AND PAA 
SIMPLY ACCOMODATES THEM. ADOPTION AGENCIES CONTACTED 
INDICATED THAT FOR REASONS OF ADMINISTRATIVE CONVENIENCE 
ESCORTS ARE NORMALLY SELECTED FROM PERSONS IN KOREA. 

THERE ARE SOME EXCEPTIONS IN WHICH ESCORTS FLY FROM THE 
U.S. POR THIS PURPOSE, THE SO-CALLED "REVERSE ESCORT 
SERVICE," BUT THESE ARE ALMOST ALWAYS PEOPLE CONNECTED 
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WITH THE ADOPTION AGENCY OR RELATED TO THE ADOPTIVE 
PARENTS. AN INCREASE IN ADOPTIONS BY KOREAN FAMILIES 
HAS ALSO RESULTED IN A SUBSTANTIAL DECLINE N THE 
NUMBER OF CHILDREN AVAILABLE POR FOREIGN ADOPTION WITH 
A CORRESPONDING DECREASE IN THE NUMBER OP ORPHAN FLIGHTS. 

4. THE SITUATION AND METHOD OF HANDLING THE ESCORT 
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SERVICE VARIES FROM AGENCY TO AGENCY. EVEN WHEN THE 
ESCORT DOES NOT PAY THE AIR FARE, THE AGENCIES OFTEN 
EXPECT A DONATION, TYPICALLY ABOUT $300 OR $400, TO BE 
USED FOR OPERATING THE ORPHANAGE. FURTHER INQUIRIES 
SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO THE LOCAL ADOPTION AGENCIES OR 
THEIR AFFILIATES IN THE U.S. THE FOUR LOCAL AGENCIES 
APPROVED BY THE ROKG TO HANDLE FOREIGN ADOPTIONS ARE: 

1. HOLT CHILDREN SERVICES 

382-14, HAPJONG-DONG, MAPO-KU, SEOUL 

2. KOREAN SOCIAL SERVICES 

533-3, SUNGBUK-KU, SEOUL 

3. KOREAN SOCIAL WELFARE SOCIETY INC. 

CPO BOX 24 SEOUL 

4. EASTERN CHILDREN WELFARE SOCIETY 

86-15, YUN HI-DONG, SUHDAEMOON-KU, SEOUL 
SNEIDER 
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